* 
-T 


[Printed by 7. H. for Henry Mortlock, at the 


—_— —— I; ov —_ —_ ———— 


SERMON 


Preached before the 


King 8& Queen 


ON 


Chriſtma-Day, 169 3. 


EDWARD Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Publichey by Their Pajeſties Special Command, 


—— 


LONDON, 


WHITE-HALL, 


By the Right Reverend Father in GOD, | 


Phenix in S. Paul's Church-Yard, 1694. 


Fs. VFY —_ 
uy 


———_— 


_ 


MEE, 57 
CEC 


For God ſent not bis Son into the World to 


jp 


S. JOHN IL 17. 


condemnthe World ; but that the World 
through bim might be ſaved. 


1 "hy words are part of the Goſpel written 
by S. John, wherein he doth nor only fill 
up the Hiſtory of our Saviour with many 

Particular Diſcourſes omitted by the other Evange- 

lifts, but the Whole ſeems to be Penned in another 

Strain and with ſome different Purpoſe and Deſign. 

Ir's rrue, that they all Agree in the fame general 

End of Writing xwhich of John mentions, Vit: That ch. 20. 31: 

we might believe that Jefus is the Chriſt the Son of God, 

and that believing we might have life through his Name; 

bur they make Uſe of ſeveral Methods, as moſt a- 

orecable to the Circumſtances of the Time and 

Place and Occaſion of their Writing. S. Matthew 

wrote his Goſpel for the ſake of the Jews; and 

therefore he begins with che Genealogy of Jeſus Chriſt 

from Abraham, and ſhews that the Prophecies were 

accompliſhed in him, and how he came not to de- 

ſtroy the Law but to fulfill it, and that his Miracles 


and Do&rine were ſufficient to conyince them that 
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ch. 1.3. 


2. 32, 


he was the promiſed Meas. S. Mark wrote only 
a Summary Account of the moſt material Paſſages 
relating to the Perſon and Do&trine of Chriſt for 
the ſake of the Gentiles. S. Luke takes a larger Com- 

als, and.puts things into an exacter order of Time, 
as himſelf tells us, and adds many Circumſtances 
relating to the Birth of Chriſt, arid the general Ad- 
vantage to Mankind by his coming ; that he was 
to. be a Light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as the Gle- 
xy. of , his people Iſrael. S. John ſucceeding the reſt, 
found two great things which gave him Occaſion 
of Writing his Goſpel; | 

'x- The perverting the DoCtrine of Chriſt by 
the Ebionites and Cerinthians, who pretended to give 
great Honour to Chriſt as an; Excellent Perſon both 


| for Wiſdom and Holineſs, but yet ſo that he was 


eh. 1. 11. 


but a meer Man, to. whom. God, upon his Baptiſm, 
had given extraordinary Gifts and Aſliſtances of his 
Holy Spirit. | | 

2. The other was, that the Goſpel which was 
deſigned for the univerſal Good of the World mer 
wich ſuch cold Receptiori and Entertainment from ir. 
He was in the World, and the World was made by him, 


. and the World knew him not. He came unta. his. own, 


and his own received him not. 
What could: be more uneaſy to {o. true a lover 


of: Chrift as S. John was, than that he lived to ſee 


his 
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his Doctrine perverted,” and his Deb. i in {o great 
a meaſure rendred incficedual;: 2 And. therelore i in 
the writing of this Goſpel, 

1. He begins afrer Ru manner; ind: in 2 
very ſhort, ſignificant and lofty ſtyle, he ſets forth 
his Eternal Being and Godhead. Tn the beginning 
was the Word, 'and the Word: was: with God, and: the 
Word was God: And as the. Eternal Power and: God: 
head were underſtood by the things that were made , as 
S. Paul ſaith; fo he adds, that all things were made by ron.1.» 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was ver. 3 
made. - \VVhich is as' certain an Argument of'the 
Divinjty of Chriſt, as there is of the Being of God 
from the Creation ab the VVorld. 

2. As to the 'other\Point ; it was: indeed a ſad 
and amazing Conſt deration,) that 'the, wonderfull 
Love of God in ſending his Son into the World ſhould 
have 1o little Effe&t upon the Generality of thoſe to 


whom he was ſent and-his Doctrine Preached; bur 


the Apoſtle contents himſelf with - theſe 'two-;Ac- 


counts of. it; 
1. Thar it was far from being God's Intention 


or Deſign in ſending his Son tro make Mens Con- 
dition worſe and more deſperate ; For God ſent not 
his Son into the World to condemn the Iorld, bt that 
the World through him might be ſaved.. 


2. But 
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-2. Bur ir: might be preſently objected, Thar if 


this were 'God's Intention, . the World would. not 


have receiv'd fo little Benefit by it, but according 
to the Terms of Salvation propoſed by the Goſpel 


fo few will have advantage by it; therefore the 


Evangeliſt adds, tharif Men did periſh they muſt 


thank: themſelves for it; : For, this is: the Condenmation 


that" light is come into the World, and men loved darkneſs 
rather than light becanſe their deeds were evil, v. 19. 


So. that here are two things which deſerve our 


- Conſideration. 
I. The wonderfull Condeſcenfion and' gracious | 


Intention of God in ſending bis Son into the World. © 
IL. The true Reaſon why ſo many Miſcarry, 
as to their Salvation notwithſtanding ;. viz; - their 

own Wickedneſs and. Folly. J Dx. bf 
1, Theformer'ot theſe, is that, which uponthis 
Day we have particular Reaſon to take Notice of; 
nor in a flight ſuperficial Manner, (as though an 
Annual Commemoration of it were all thac God 
expected from us,) but our Minds and Souls ought 
co be poſſeſſed with a deep and humble Senſe of fo 
great, ſo undeſerved, ſo aſtoniſhing a Condeſcen- 
n'of God ro Mankind. And the more we think 
and conſider of it, the more amazing and furpri- 
Zing it muſt appear to us : For when the Pſalmift 
thought but of God's Providence towards Mankind, 
| he 
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ke could not; but break out into: that Expreſſion, : 


Lord, what is man, that thou art mindfull of him, and Pia. 8. 4. 
the | /on' of man, that thou ſo regardeſt. him 1 Whatcis 144. 3. 


man indeed | a Maſs of Vanity and Dilorder;. weak 


in-his Judgment, wilfull in; his- Paſſions; uncertain 


in his beſt Reſolutions, violent in. his nal Inclina-- 
tions ; wy bear upon what tends to his:Ruin,. 

rought to underſtand and: purſue his. 
crueſt 'Intereft ! What is ſuch a Creature as: this, . 
that a God infinitely Wiſe and Powerfull, far 4 


and hardly 


our Thoughts as well as. our Services, ſhould COn- 


cern himſelf about the low and 1rifling Aﬀairs: of - 


Mankind ! Burt fuch is 'the Goodneſs and Conde: 
ſcenſfion of God, that he humbles himſelf ſo far, as 


not only to behold, but to Govern the _— tha 


are done upon Baick, 


But what is Man that he ſhould wie bim-l: New? 
with the meer common Demonſtrations of his: 
! Kindneſs, which he affords to other Creatures : 
{ - bur that when Mankind had ſo far degenera+ 
{ ted and fallen. off from Godby rheir- Sins, thac- 
they deſerved to be for ever caſt off and forgotten: 
by him ; that then God ſhould viſit him by: ſending 
his Son into the World that the World through him might- 
be {aved; this is ſo far above':our: Imaginations as- 
well as Deſetts, thar ir-ſeems to: be the moſt colon-- 
rable Pretence for Infidelity, that it. is 'too great 2- 
thing for Mankind to believe... But: 
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ButTI am ſenſible; ''that in this Scepritcal and Un- | 


believing Age, there is ſuch a Humour of Cavil- 
ling againſt Marters:of Revelation, eſpecially- this 
Fundamental Article. of.it, . that ic would ſeems as.af 
we were afraid to look their Objections in the Face, 
if we take no Notice of them ; and on the other 
{ide ro infifttoo much upon them, were to make 
chem appear much-more conſiderable than they are. 


-Therefore I ſhall paſs over all the Trifling and 


Impertinenc Talk of ſuch Men (which is not whil: 

ered /in Corners, but I am afraid is become a 
Matter of coo Common and Publick Diſcourſe) 
and'Þ ſhall ſingle our that which ſeems to have the 
greateſt Weight in it; viz, Suppoſe God ſhould 
have an Intention to offer Terms of Salvation to 
Mankind, yet what need was there that the Son of 
Godſhould come mto.the World for that End? Had 
not God eaſier Methods of doing it than by the In- 
carnation and Crucifixion of his Son? Is it not more 


Credible , chat God ſhould forgive Sins withour 


any Attonement, than that he Thould 'ſend his Son 
ro bea Sacrifice of Propitiation to himſelf 2 Is itnot 
enough for us to believe all the Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion to be true; for we own a God, and 
Providence, and a'Life to come, and Rewards and 
Puniſhments'of Mankind-according to the Nature 
of their Actions ; but why ſhould our Faith | be 

| cramp'd 
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cramp'd by ſuch incredible Myſteries as thele, con- 
cerning the Son of God's coming into the World ; in ſuch 
a manner as the Eyangeliſts deſcribe it: This is ſo 
far from being a Kindneſs to the World, that it 
makes the Condition of Salvation ſo much harder, 
if we mult believe things which ſeem ſo impoſſible 
to us, and ſo hard to be reconciled to the Natural 
Principles of Reaſon and Religion. | 

I ſhall notdiſpute it with ſuch Men whether theſe 
late Pretenders to Natural Religion have at the bor- 


rom any real kindneſs for the Principles of it, or 


not; I am willing to hope the beſt, and thatit is a 
meer Diſlatisfaction in them as to our Revealed 


Religion ; and that this pretended Zeal for Natu- 


ral Religion is little more than a meer Sham and Dif: 
guiſe to avoid a more odious Imputation. Bu let 
it be as great and real as they pretend, what I at 
preſent undertake, is to make it appear, That none 
who do embrace the Principles of Natural Religion can 
have any Reaſon to reje&t the Chriſtian, even as to this 
Article of God's ſending his Son into the World, which 
they ſeem moſt to ſtumble ar. 

I ſhall not go about toſhew, how the Chriſtian 
Religion not only Suppoles, but Improves, Refines, 
Eftabliſhes and Enforces the moſt noted and allow- 
ed Principles of Natural Religion, as to the Being 
of God and Providence ; the molt Agreeable m> 
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of Worſhip ; che Nature and Kinds of Moral Du- 
ties, the Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
World, ſince no one of common Senſe can deny 
thac the Chriſtian Religion is very Exa&t and Par- 

% ticular in theſe things above any other Inſticution 
in the World. 

And therefore I cannot, bur in paſling, take no- 
tice, that I do not remember any one [Inſticution , 
in the World with reſpect to Religion, except that 
which we have by Revelation, which hath not ſome 
notorious Blunders in it, as to the Principles of Na- 
rural Religion and Vertue; and therefore they have 
far leſs Reaſon to quarrel with Chriſtianiry than any 
otherReligion (if their quarrel were not really againit 
all, as I fear it is; ) Let them look abroad over the 
unchriſtian World ; and they will find ſuch fooliſh 
Notions, ſuch vain Superſtitions, ſuch incoherent 
Fables, ſuch immoral Practices allowed by their 
ſeveral Religions, as would make a conſiderin 
Man wonder how the Notion of Religion could be 
ſo debaſed among Men. Ler them look backward 
upon the Paſſages of elder Times, and they ſhall 
hind either they ſet up falſe Gods with the true, 
or the falſe Worſhip of the true God ; or a Wor- 
ſhip diſagreeable to the Divine Nature by mean 
Repreſentations, or uncouth Sacrifices , or im- 
pure Rites; or elſe there were ſome horrible 

Flaws, 
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Flaws, as to the Common Principles of Mora- 


lity, as to Conjugal Society , or the Rights of 
Property, or the due Regard to the Preſervation 
of Mankind; or they give ſuch a pitifull Repre- 
ſentation of the Rewards and Puniſhments of ano- 
ther Life, as if they had a Mind to have them 
look'd on as Fables, or deſpiſed as unworthy our 
regarding them above the preſent Pleaſures of Life. 
But I dare challenge the moſt Cavilling Sceptick 
to find any juſt Fault with the Duties of Chriftia- 
nity; For the Worſhip of God required therein, is 
Pure, Holy, Spiritual, very agreeable to the Di- 
vine Nature and the common Reaſon of Mankind. 
The Moral Precepts of it are clear, weighty and 
comprehenſive. And thoſe who have delivered 
them to us, neither commend any Vice, nor fink 
the Reputation of any Vertue; they never leſlen 
our Duties to God, or to one another ; all the 
juſt Complaint is, that the Precepts are too ſtri&t 
and ſevere, too good and too hard for Mankind 
co practiſe them. Bur is thisan Objection againſt our 
Religion, or againſt Mankind? If they think thar, 
let our Religion require what it will, the generality 
of the World will ſtill live and act like Brutes, and 
go againſt all Rgaſon and Religion ; how can we 
help it 2 But we hope the blame is not to be laid 
on Reaſon or Religion, that ſo great a part of Man- 
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kind are either Fools or Mad-men ; #. e. either want 
Senſe to underſtand their Duty, or are reſolved not 
ro Practiſe it. Eſpecially conſidering , that the 
Rewards and Puniſhments of -another Life, are ſer 
forth in the Goſpel, with that Clearneſs, that 
Force, that Authority, that if any thing of that na- 
ture would work upon Mankind, theſe muſt. 

But all theſe things I paſs over, and come to 
thac which I propoſed as my chief Deſign, which 
is to prove, That none who truly believe the Principles 
of Natural Religion, can have any Reaſon to rejeft this 
Fundamental Article of it, as to God's ſending his Son 
into the World. And that upon two Accounts. 

I. That the Principles of Natural Religion make 
this Deſign appear very Credible, or fit to be be- 
lieved by Men of Senſe and Underſtanding. 

IT. That the Principles on which this Fundamen- 
tal Article of our Revealed Religion ſtands, afford 
ſufticient Evidence to prove it True; and there- 
fore that we are bound to Believe it. 

As to the former, the Grounds or Principles which 
I go upon, are theſe : 

I. That the great End of Chriſt's coming into the 
World, viz. the Salvation of Mankind, is moſt agreeable 
to the Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. No one 
who believes a God, can deny him to be of Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; for the very ſame _— 

whic 
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' which move Men to believe a God, do convince 
them that he muſt be of Infinite Wiſdom and Good. 
| nels, ſeeing the ſtrongeſt Evidences to prove his Be- 

; ing are from the Inſtances of them in the World. 
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Theſe being then ſuppoſed, as eſfential and in- 


ſeparable Attributes of the Divine Nature ;. we are 


ro conſider what End with Reſpect to Mankind is 
moſt agreeable to thele to carry on; and we mult 
ſuppoſe Mankind to be made up of Soul and Bo- 
dy, which are capable of Pleaſures and Sarisfacti- 
on, both in this World and another : Bur our 
Souls are of an Immortal Nature, that will fub- 
fiſt in Happineſs or Miſery after this Life, other- 
wiſe the Rewards and Puniſhments of another 
World ſignify nothing ; the Queſtion then is 
(if itcan be made a Queſtion) Whether it be more 
agreeable to the Infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
of God to provide for the Well-being of Mankind 
in ſuch a low and gloomy a Region, as this Earth 
is, or to advance them into a far better Place, and 
better Company, and more noble and divine De- 
lights, and thoſe not depending on a fading, droop- 
ing, dying Life, but on the perpetual Enjoyment 
of a complete Happineſs both of Soul and Body. 
No one that ever dares to think or conſider of 
theſe things, can believe there is any Compariſon 
between them ; ſo that the Salvation tendred ” 
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the Goſpel, is the moſt agrecable End which the | f 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God could carry on for | i 
\W the Benefit of Mankind. | 1] 
But why ſhould Mankind flatter themſelves with the B 
Hopes or Expeftation of a Happineſs ſo far above what | 
they can pretend to deſerve * 
There were ſome Grounds for ſuch an Obje&ti- 
on as this; if we ſuppoſed the Rewards of another 
Life to come from any other Fountain than the 
Infinite Goodneſs of God towards thoſe who ſin- 
cerely love him and endeavour to pleaſe him; al. 
though with many Failings and Imperfections. 
But this is the only FHpotheſis, which we maintain 
to be the Chriſtian Doctrine : And what 1s there 
in it, which is repugnant to the Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs of God > What was it but Infinite Goodneſs 
which gave a Being to the World ar firſt, and 
hath preſerved it ever {ince, and made it ſo uſe. 
full and beneficial to Mankind 2 What is it, bur 
infinite Goodneſs that ſuffers us to live and enjoy 
{o.many Comforts of Life, after ſo many great + 
and continual Provocations ? If we were to argue 
from our Deſerts, it were impoſſible for us to juſti- 
fe the wonderfull Patience and Long-ſuffering| of 
God towards the finfull Race of Mankind ; for 
we are certain, that they have long ſince deſerved 
to be cur off from the Face of the Earth ? If we con- 
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ſider the Juſtice and Holineſs of God, whereby he 


' is daily provoked to puniſh Offenders, and the 


| Power he hath to execute his Juſtice in a Moment, 


| without any oppoſite Power to controll or re- 
' fiſt him ; we have Reaſon to be aſtoniſhed ar the 
| Wonderfill Patience and Forbearance of God, of 
| which weevery day ſee ſo large Experience. But 


this is not all ; he doth not only ſuffer them to 
live, but often makes their Condition eafte and 
proſperous as to this World, having Health, Ri- 
ches and Honour, and the Hopes of their Poſteri- 
ry, enjoying the ſame things after them. Now 
theſe to ſuch, who do not believe or value another 
Life, are the greateſt things God can do to. their 
Satisfa&tion. But if they can allow ſo much Good- 
nels in God towards thoſe who continually offend 
him; why ſhould they queſtion greater Inſtances 
of it towards thoſe that endeavour to pleaſe him. ? 
I donot mean as to this World, but as to another 
which they value far before it ; for if they do not, 
they have no reaſon to expect any Happinels in it : 
Why then ſhould it be thought more unreaſonable 
for God to beſtow the Happineſs of another Life, 
on thoſe who eſteem and chooſe it, than to give 
the good things of this Life to thoſe who love and 


admire it? I do not ſay, the Wiſdom is equal in 


the Choice ; but the Goodneſs of God is wonder- 
| —_ 
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full in both. And there can be no imaginable 


Ground to ſuſpect, that God ſhould be really leſs! 
kind to thoſe who love him beſt. Ir is a vain} 


thing to talk of thoſe being ſaved by Chriſt's coming | 


_—_—— 


into the World, who do not heartily love God and } 


keep his Commandments ; for the whole Deſign | 
of the Goſpel is to perſwade us to one in order | 
to the other; and therefore it is not a well-ground- : 
ed Hope, but a fond Imagination for any to expect | 
Salvation by Chriſt on any other Terms. - It we ! 
then take in the whole Fhpotheſis or true Scheme of * 


Chriſtianity rogerher, it is no other than that God 


ſent his Son into the World, that the World through him | 
might be ſaved; not by continuing in the finfnll | 


Joh.r.16. PraCtiſes of this World, which S. John calls the luſ? 


of the aſh and the luſt of the eye, and the Pride of Life; | 
but by ſubduing and mortifying all diſorderly Paſ- 
ſions do prepare themſelves for a better State. | 
Now, if there be in our Minds a firm Per{waſton ' 
of the infinite Goodneſs of God, of which we are * 
convinced by meer Natural Reaſon; why ſhould | 
it be thought hard to believe, that God ſhould take | 


Care of ſo great and good an End, as the Eternal 
Salvation of thoſe who truly love and obey him, 

IT. The next Principle agreeable ro Natural 
Reaſon and Religion is, That no ſuch thing as Sal- 


vation or Happineſs in a future State can be expetted 
20 | without 
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without the particular Favour of God. For, all who 
do: own Natural Religion, muſt agree that the 
Soul of Man is an Immortal Thinking Being ; 
and therefore its Happineſs muſt conſiſt in ſuch a 
fort of Thinking, as carries the greateſt Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction along with ir. Let us think with 
our ſelves what a Soul ſeparate from the Body can 
do, to make it ſelf Happy : Here it was Intangled, 
Corrupted, and therefore apt to be deceived by 
the falſe Appearances of things, which glide through 
the Senſes and leave too laſting Impreſſions on the 
Mind ; and thereby it comes to miſtake Shews for 
Subſtance and meer Colours for Realities, But 
this is a Miſtake ſo common and ſo fatal ro Mankind, 
that very few are throughly undeceived in this 
World; for one way or other they are apt to flat- 
ter themſelves with fome Pleafing Miſtakes and De- 
lightfull Errors of Life. Bur afſoon as the Soul is 
diſlodged from this cloudy Manſion in the Body, 
all things will then appear, not as by an uncertain 
Sky-light in a dark Room, bur in an open and di- 
ſtin&t View, and then ic will be impoflible ro be 
any longer deceived by falſe Repreſentations of 
Things. What then can be conceived ſufficient to 
entertain and pleaſe the Mind 2 Will it be the Re- 


fletion. on the paſt Pleaſures of the Body? No - 


certainly ; for thoſe cannot bear a ſevere Refleftion 
C now ; 
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onw; and the very thoughts of them make men's 
Minds *very uneaſte; for the moſt tempting Plea- 
ſures of Sin leave no grateful Reliſh behind them. 
How then ſhould the Mind bear up it ſelf in ano- 
ther State, when its Refletions muſt be far more 
conſtant and- ſevere ? . What then ? Can the Mind 
lay it ſelf aſleep, and put ir ſelf into a State of 
Unthinking ? That were all one, as a kind of elf. 
Annihilation if it be of a Thinking Nature. There 
is a State of Unthinking in this VVorld, which is 
roo common ; when the Mind is as it were over- 
laid and ſtifled with Feathers; I mean is ſo taken 
up with trifling and vain Imaginations, as hardly 
give way to one ſerious Thought, Bur this is im- 
poſiible in another State ; and therefore nothing but 
what will bear a moſt ſtri&t and ſevere Scrutiny can. 
give any Support or Comfort to the Mind then. It 
muſt be true and real Good to create any Satisfacti- 
on ; It muſt be durable and laſting to keep ir up ; 
It muſt be Compleat and Perfect to anſwer all the 
juſt and reaſonable Deſires of an Immortal Soul. 
And what can this be leſs than God himſelf 2 And 
therefore the Chriſtian Religion ſpeaks moſt agree- 
ably to Natural Reaſon, when it. ſtill ſuppoſes the 


' Happineſs of another VVorld to conſiſt in the Pre- 
- fence and Enjoyment of God. For thoſe muſt 
" have all. that is delireable, who enjoy the Fayour 
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of him who commands all things, and knows how 
to ſuit them to the greateſt Advantage to thoſe to 

whom he deſigns to ſhew his Favour. 
 Andthis Proſpect of another State, or of the Sal- 
vation of Mankind by Chriſt's coming into the World, is 
that which lets us into another View of all thac 
relates to the Son of God's coming into the V Vorld : 
For if our Minds be poſleſſed with great Apprehen- 
ſions of the Power and Greatneſs of the VVorld ; 
all that the Goſpel repreſents as to the manner of 
God's ſending his Son into the VYorld, his: being 
born of an obſcure Virgin, being laid in the com- 
mon Manger, being bred up in a - private Place, 
having ſo mean Followers, meeting with ſo cold 
a Reception from his own People, and ar laſt, being 
expoſed to an Ignominious Death by them, looks 
very Reproachfull and Contemptible. Bur on the 
other (ide, if we could raiſe our Minds to ſuch Idea's 
of things here, as the Glorious Spirits above have ; 
and ſee how all things are eſteemed by them accor- 
ding to the Ends and Purpoſes they are deſigned 
for, we ſhould then perceive how admirably all theſe 
things were fitred for his great End ; which was to 
wean Mens Hearts from the Pomp and Vanities of 
this VVorld and to prepare them fora better; and 
we ſhould then have quite another Opinion of thele 
things : For as there is a certain Greatneſs, which 
C 2 1s 
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| | is above all the formal Shews and affected Appea- 
| bl rances of it, ſo when a Great and Noble Deſign 
| | is to be carried on, the true Meaſure of Decorum in 
chat Caſe, is that which is moſt ſerviceable ro the 
principal End. - If a great Perſon had a Deſign 
ro reſcue ſome near Relations out of Slavery, he 
would never go with a ſplendid Equipage and- a+ 
long Train of Attendance, which would but make 
his Perſon more gazed at and his Deſign leſs Effe- 
tual. If he had intended to have reſcued them 
by Force out of Captivity, it had been neceflary 
"WH to have had Power and Strength proportionable 
"Wi ro his Deſign; but if ic were only by Perſwaſion, 
then he muſt accommodate himſelf to ſuch Me- 
thods as were molt likely to prevail. | 

| The great End of the coming of Chrift was to 

| deliver the Souls of Men from. a much worſe Cap- 
tivity, viz, of their own Sinfull Paſſions and the 
Devil's Tyranny by their means; but he did not 

| come in a way of Violence to break open the Pri- 
ff! ſon-doors and in an. inſtant to knock off their Fet- 
0: ters and bid them be free; but he makes uſe of - 
lll all the gentle and effe&tual methods of Perlwaſton, 
| not only by his Words but by his own Example; 
[ that they might learn by him to deſpiſe this World, 
who had ſo little in it, and to prepare for that from 
whence he came, where their Happineſs ſhould be 
Unconceivable and without End. IlI. The 
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1 III. The Third Principle is, That no ſuch Parti- 
1 cular Favour of God'is to be expetted, as long as his 

Diſpleaſure is ſo juſt againſt Mankind. for Sin, and no 
effetual Means uſed to remave it. Thetruth is, the 
whole'Scheme of the Goſpel turns upon this Point, 
whether God be really. diſpleaſed with Mankind 
for their Sins, fo as to need a Reconciliation : For, 
if all chat the Scripture ſo often expreſſes concern- 
ing the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God againſt Mans 
kind for Sin, be only Figurative aud Hyperbolical 
Expreſſions, then the whole Deſign. of the Goſpel 
mult be given up as a meer Scheme; tor,” if God 
be-not really diſpleaſed, there'is no need of Recon. 
ciliation ; if no need of that, . then there can be no 
need of Chriſt's coming to reconcile us to: God-;z 
and. if he did not come for that End, : we have no 
Reaſon to believe the Scripture, . which afhems - it 
over.and over.. And I do nor think any ſtronger 
Argument can be brought. to prove a thing, than 
that the moſt Emphatical Expreſſions are” ſo: often 
applied to that purpoſe, by ſuch. Perſons who-uſed 
all Sincerity and Plainneſs. So that this 'martter-as 
to-the Scripture is clear, if any thing can be made 
ſo; and it nothing can, I cannot, ſee: how it+is pol- 
ſible to. have .a written Rule' of Faith ; ſince all 
Writings are capable by Ambiguity of Words and 
Phraſes, by the. different Uſe of. Particles and Tranl- 
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polition of Letters and Syllables, of very different : 


Interpretations, 


Bur this is not my preleat Buſineſs, which is ra- | 
ther to conſider the Natural Senſe aud Reaſon of *' 
| Mankind as to this matter. We cannot in Reaſon | 
ſuppoſe any ſuch Paſſion in an Infinitely Perfe& | 
Being, as that which we call Wrath and Anger in Men. | 


For chat is a violent Perturbation ariſing from Sur- 
priſe and Indignation ; but there can be no Dif: 
order or Surpriſe in a Being of Infinite Wiſdom. 
Therefore Wrath in God muſt ſuppole two Things. 

1. A juſt Cauſe of Diſpleaſure given by us. 

2. Such a Juft Diſpleaſure following upon it as 
will End inthe ſevere Puniſhment of Offenders if 
it be not removed. 

Now, whether there be a juſt Cauſe of Diſplea- 
ſure or not, muſt depend upon the Natural Diffe- 
rences of Good and Evil. And it is impoſlible char 
any one who exerciſes his Reaſon, can judge amiſs 
in this Matter. Not, that all the Differences of 
Good and Evil are equally clear, for all Propo- 
ſicions in Mathemaricks are not ſo; bur it is ſufh- 
cient ro our Purpole, - that the general Principles 
arc {o; and the greater Inſtances ; fo that no, Man 
can think thathe Acts as much according to Rea- 
fo in one as the other. And, can any one of com. 
anon Scnſc imagine God-to be as well pleaſed with 
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| him who blaſphemes his Name, and defpiſes his 
! Service, and hates. Religion, as with. one that 
! Fears and Honours him, and endeavours to Pleaſe 
| him? Can he be as well pleaſed with him, thar 
| affaffineshis Parents, as with him that obeys them 2: 

7 With him that robs and defrauds his Neighbour, 
! as with him that relieves him in his Neceſlities 2 
' | With him who ſubdues his diſorderly Paſſions, as. 
; with him thargives way to them 2 With him who 
/ is Cruel, Inhuman and Perfidious , as with him: 


| thais Faithful and Juſt and Compaſſionate? Theſe: 


are but ſome of the Inſtances of the-Differences of 


Good and Evil, bur they are fo plain and notori- 


ous, that a man muſt renounce the common Prin. 


ciples of - Humanity, who. doth not own. thems 
And to ſay there are no fuch Differences, becauſe 
there have been Miſtakes and Diſputes about ſome- 
things accounted Good and Evil, is as Abſurd, as- 


to. ſay, there is no Difference between Day and. 
Night, becauſe in the Twilight it is hard to diſtin: 


guiſh them. But if there be ſuch a real Difference: 
in the Nature of Human Actions, and God be a 


ſtrit Obſerver of them, he being a God of Infinite 


Holineſs and Juſtice, cannot bur be offended with. 
Mankind's wilfull Omiffion of what they know to 
be Good, and Commiſſion. of whac they know. co- 


be Evil. 
Buc 
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a Pogibility of Reconciliation between God and them , 


 Butchere we muſt diſtinguſh berween'God's Diſ: | 
pleaſure: againſt the Actions and againſt the Perſons | 
-who commit them. The -former is a Neceſlary 
Conſequent upon the Evil of Sin and can never be | 
removed, for God is irreconcileable ro Sine But | 
thoſe who commit Sin are his Creatures; and there. | 
fore Capable of Mercy and Forgiveneſs. There | 
is always a Deſert of Puniſhment following upon | 


Sin ; but there is no inſeparable ConneCtion be. 
tween the Sin and the Puniſhment ; for the great 
and wiſe Governor of the VVorld a&ts not by Ne- 


ceſlity of Nature in puniſhing Sinners, but by the | 


Methods of VViſdom and Juſtice. And if the 
ſaving -of Sinners upon their Repentance can be 
made agreeable to theſe, ſuch is the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of -God: to his Creatures, that there is 
great Reaſon to hope for a Reconciliation. For, 
although God be diſpleaſed, he is not implacable; 
although he be juſtly provoked co puniſh Sinners, 
yet there is no Abſolute Neceſſity that he ſhould; 
nor any irreverſible Decree that he will do it ; and 
therefore notwithſtanding this Diſpleaſure of God, 
there js a ' way - ſtill lefc open for Reconciliation, 
which leads to the next. X | 
. TV. The Fourth Principle is, That if God be thus 
diſpleaſed with the Sins of Mankind, and yet there us 
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the King and 
Ele alone is the moſt proper and competent Fudge, on 
what Terms this Reconciliation may be obtamed. For 
being both the Offended Party and the Supreme 
Governor, he hath the ſole Right on both Accounts 
of fixing thoſe Terms and Conditions, upon which 
he will forgive Sins, and receive the Offenders into 
Favour. It is a vain thing forany to argue. from 
one Attribute of God againſt another. Some are 
apt to flatter themſelves that God will caſily for- 
give Sins, becauſe he is Mercifull, but they ought 
to conſider that he is Juſt and Holy as well as Mer- 
cifull; and there is as much ground to fear thathe 
will not forgive becauſe he is Juſt ; as there can be 
to hope that he will becauſe he is Mercifull. And 
thus it is impoſſible for a conſidering Man to ſa- 
risfe his own Mind as to God's forgiving, his Sins; 
unleſs he be ſome way aflured from himſelf that he 
will do.it. And therefore a particular Revelation 
in this caſe muſt be made, if God deſigns to bring 
Men to Repentance by the Hopes of Forgiveneſs. 
But meer Repentance can never make any fatisfa- 
Etion to God for the Breach of his Laws. Suppoſe 
a Sinner comes to himſelf and is heartily ſorry thar 
he hath Offended God ſo many ways, and with 
ſuch aggravating Circumſtances as he hath done ; 
and now reſolves in the Anguiſh of his Soul never 
more to return to the Practice of.them ; This no 
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doubt, is far more pleaſing to God, than going on 
to offend ſtill; bur all this is no more than a man 
in juſtice to God and to himſelf is bound to doe; 
for he is bound to vindicate the Honour of God's 
Laws, and to condemn himſelf for his own Folly, 
and to return no more to the Practice of ir. Bur 
what Amends is made by all this, for the infinite 
Diſhonour which hath been done to God and his 
Laws by the Violation of them? The Comts of 
Juſtice among Men take no Notice of the Malcfa. 
ors Repentance ; however he be affe&ed, the 
Law muſt be obſerved, and Offenders puniſhed.. 
How then can any perſons be aflured from meer 
Natural Reaſon, that God will not be as tender of 
the Honour and Juſtice of his Laws, as Mankind 
are allowed to be without any imputation of Cru- 
elty or Injuſtice ? 

I God ſhould be exact in puniſhing Offendexs,. 
who could complain > For who can plead Not- 
Guilty before his Maker ? And when a man's own: 
Conſcience condemns him that he hath deſerved 
Puniſhment, what reaſon can he have from him-. 
ſelf not to expect it? And if he doth juſtly expect 
robe puniſhed, what reaſon can he have to hope 
for Forgiveneſs 2 Since he knows that he deſerves to 
be puniſhed, and therefore can never delerve to be 
Forgiven. It muft be therefore a Free At of 
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Grace and Mercy in God to forgive even Penitenc 
Sinners ; and upon what Ferms and in what Man- 
ner he will do it depends wholly upon his own 
Good Will. He may forgive Sins if he pleaſes, and 
it is agreeable to his Nature to do it, it Sinners do 
Repent and Forſake their Sins; but whether God 
hath actually made known to us the Way of Re- 
conciliation cannot be known by any Principles of 
Nature; becauſe it is a matter of Fact and muſt 
have ſuch Proof as a thing of that Nature is capa- 
ble of. 

H. Having thus ſhewed, how ſtrongly the Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion do make way for etxer- 


raining this pointof the Chriſtian Doctrine, as to 


God's ſending his Son into the World: in order to one 
| Recanciljation with him and our Salvation by him z 
it remains now to ſhew how juſtly God doth re- 
Quire the Belief of ic fromus as True; for the next 
words tell us, That he that believeth: on his s not con- 
demned; but he that beleveth not is condenned already, 
| becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the only begot- 
ten Son of God, v, 18. 

This, ſome may ſay, is very hard Doctrine; 
for they believe as much as they can; and if they 
can believe no more it is no fault; for no man 
can be bound to believe more than he can. I do 
notqueſtion. but Nicodemus (ro-whom theſe words 
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are generally ſuppoſed to be ſpoken by our Savi: 
our) thought he had gone a great way, when he 
uſed thole words to Chriſt, v. 2. Rabbi we know 
that thou art a Teacher come from God, for no-man can 
do theſe Miracles that thou doſt except God be with him. 
4. e, He was willing to believe him ſome great Pro- 
pher whom God had ſent; and this was a fair ſtep 
for a Ruler among the Jews, who were generally ve- 
ry unreaſonable Unbelievers. But Chriſt cells him 
plainly this would not do; for unleſs he believed 
him to be the only begotten Son of God, he could not. 
be faved. And this is the great Point, That God 
fo loved: the World, that he- gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not. periſh but have 
everlaſting life, v.. +6. Not,, as though meer Be- 
lieving this were ſufficient (for this carries a great 
many other things along with it) but that ſince 
God had fent his only begotten Son. into the World, 
upon ſuch a Meſſage, he did expect that he ſhould 
be received. and entertained, as ſuch upon their ut- 


moſt per il. 


But can we believe farther than we have Reaſon, 
to: believe? No; God doth-not expect it from us, 
provided that with fincere and impartial Minds we: 
ket our ſelves to: conſider and weigh the Evidence 
and with great Humility beg the Aſſiſtance of Di« 
vine Grace, without. which. God. may juſtly leave 
us;to our Unbelick.. | 
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| lr would be too large a Subject now to lay open 
the ſeveral Arguments to prove that it is as evident, 
as a matter of Fact can be made to- us, that God did 


fend his Son that the World through him might be ſaved; 


Therefore Iſhall only mention theſe two: things. 

1. Thar if the Mucers of Fact are true concern 
ing the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Coming, as related by the 
Evangeliſts, there can be no Reaſon to doubt his 


being the Son of God. For he that was the moſt 


Exact Pattern of Humility and Self-denial, not on- 
ly frequently aſſumes this Title to himlelf, - and his 
moſt intimate Diſciples affirm-it of him; bur God' 
himſelf gave the moſt ample and convincing Te: 
ſtimony to it ; by his miraculous. Birth and a. 


Voice from: Heavento that purpoſe at his Baptiſm 5 


by a long Train: and Series of Publick and Uſefull 
Miracles to atteft the Truth of his Dotrine ; by 
his Reſurre&tion from the Dead and Aftenſton into- 
Heaven, and wonderfull Effuſion of the H: Ghoſt, 
with che ftrange Effects which. followed it; fo thar 
no one who doth believe theſe things to: be true'can; 
have any ground toſay that he cannot believe Chriſt: 
to.be the Son of God. 

2, That if theſe Matters of: Fact are not tobe 
believed as True we : cannot be bound to believe 
any, thing bur what we ſee our ſelves. For the dt 
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ſtance-of Time and Place are equal in this Caſe ; 
and no-other Matters of Fact are fo well Atteſten 
as theſe are. Ando, as the Apoſtle faith of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, If he be not riſen our Faith is vain ; fo 
in this caſe I ſay if there be not Reaſon to believe 
theſe things A Faith is vain. For no other Mat- 
ters of Fat, which we ſhould be accounted Fools 
for not bclieving, have had ſuch a ſort of Tefti- 
mmony which theſe have had. For theſe things were 
Not conveyed by a filenr Tradition for ſome time 
till the Chief Parties were dead who could either 
Prove or Niſprove them.; but they were Publick and 
Expoſed to all manner of Examination ; They 
were not deliver'd by one or two, who were truf 
- &ed with a Secret, but openly avowed by a great 
number -of Competent Witneſſes, who were pre- 
/- fent; and none of them could be brought by the 
©  Sreatelt Sufferings to deny, or falſify, or cogceal 
any part of their Evidence; that when theſe things 
had been thus delivered by thoſe who faw them, 
who were moſt remarkable for their Innocency and 
- Integrity, in thenext Agesthey were examined and 
_ enquired into by Men of Sagacity and Learving, 
- who upon the ftrictelt Search found no-reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t their Teſtimony; and therefore heartily 
embraced and: defended the Chriſtian. Faith. And 
from. thence they haye been conveyed down to us ; 
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not by an uncertain Oral Traditier,, which can: 


wt 


1 hardly hold the ſame from one end of the Town: 
} to another; but by unqueſtionable Writings ; of 
1 fach Authority, that the Chriſtians would rather 
| dye than deliver up their Books. And in theſe are 
7 all thoſe Circumſtances contained, which we are 
] bound to believe as Chriſtians ;; among, which this: 
| # is one of the Chief, that God ſent his Son mto- the- 
3 World for the Salvation of Mankind. Q 


To fumm up all ; T deſire thoſe who after all: 


; this pretend that they are willing to believe as muchs 
1 as they can, and thoſe who are liable to any Sug- 


geſtions of Infidelity,to confider {crioufly with-chem-- 


| {lves, whether there can be a greater and more no-- 
1 bleDefign, more becoming the Wiſdom, Power and: 
1 Goodneſs of God to carry on,. than that of reſcu- 
{ ing Mankind our of a- miſerable State, and putting; 
| themintoa certain way of Eternal Happineſs?: Whes 
! ther ſuch a Defign muſt not be diſcovered in ſome: 
| particular Age of the World, with all the Circum.. 
1 Rances relating to it * Whether that Age were nor. 


the ficreſt of all. orhers, wherein the moſt remarka-- 
ble Prophecies were to. be accompliſhed, as tothe 


| Coming of the Mefſas, while the ſecond Temple: 

! was ſtanding ? Whether the Difficulties as to Human 

! Teſtimoniesbe not equal to all Ages and Things ?- 
Wherher becaulc it is poſſible for all mentedeceive;, 


it 
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it be reaſonable to infer that all men are deceived ; 
and that there is nothing bur Illuſion and Impoſture 
in the World; and tharall men lye and deceive for 
the ſake of Lying and Deceiving? But if there be 
a Difference to be made between Men and berween 
Teſtimonies; then we are to examine the differenc 
Characters of Truth and Falſhood and give our 
Aﬀſſent according to them. And if after the ſeve- 
reſt Examination we do not find ſufficient Reaſon 
to believe that God ſent his Son into the World for the 
Satvation of Mankind, upon ſuch Teſtimonies as are 
given of it, we muſt conclude all Mankind to be 
made up of Fraud 'and Impoſture ; and that there 
is no ſuch thing as Sinceriry and Honeſty in the 
World; or that if there þe, it is not poſſible for 
others to diſcern it. Which are ſuch fatal Reproa- 


, ches upon Human Nature, that no one who pre- 


tends to any Regard to it can be guilty of. 'For if 
they be univerſally true, they muſt condemn them- 
ſelves ; if not, we muſt fee ſome very particular 
Reaſon why we ſhould not rather think them de- 
ceived, than fix ſuch an Indelible Blot upon the 
Repucation of Mankind. And ſurely it is a grear 
Advantage to the Truth of Religion to find, thar 
it.cannot be overthrown but by ſuch Methods, as 
equally overturn all Truth and Certainty, andthat 
the Faich of Chriſtianity ſtands not only upon the 
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fame Botrom with the common Faith, of. Mankind. 
Bur. if we reje&t ſuch Afurance as is offer'd ys for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, our Infideliry cannot be. the 
effe&t of Reaſon and Argument, hut of a cauſclels 
Suſpicion and unreaſonable Miſtruſt of the beſt Part 
of Mankind. Whohave moſt firmly believed thg 


to be raken before others, it 'muſt he of ſuch who 
could have no. Deſign upan this World hut. wers 


refolved by Faith and Patience to prepare for 4 


Betcer. | 


- To Conclude. For us wha helieve and own 
the Truth of this great and fundamental Article of 
che Chriſtian Faith, we haye ſamething elſe to do 
than meerly to Vindicate and 'Aﬀert ic. This at 
ſome times is more neceſſary than at others ; and [ 
heartily wiſh this were none of them. I am-ywilli 

to hope the beſt of all who in ſuch an Age of Inf 
delicy have che Courage and Zeal co own. the Faith 
of -this Day 5 viz, That God ſent . his Sou into the 
World in order to the making us far ever Happy. And 
Day will ever be'diſcouraged by the Mocks and 
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cheir Hope, 'or miſtruſt the Foundation of their 
Faith. "Ic' is as great a piece of Wiſdom to know 
when to Believe, as when not to Believe; and it 
is as certain an Argument of a Weak Mind to be 
always Doubting, as to be over-forward in Belie- _ 
ving : For theSoil muſt be very bad that can bear 
no Foundation. But withall let us not flatter our 
ſelves only that we have a better Faith than others. 
For how miſerable will our Caſe be, if we have no- 
thing bur a Superficial Faith ; and a fort of Anni- 
verſary Devotion. We can never thank God too 
much for the Bleſſing of this Day ; but God ex- 
pets ſomething more from us, than meerly the 
giving him Solemn Thanks once a Year for Send- 
mg his Son into the World. We muſt endeavour to 


anſwer the End: of God's ſending him, 4. e. to ſave 


us firſt from' our Sins, and then from the wrath to 
come. * This is the Method which God himſelf hath 
appointed: , 'not 'barely from: his: own Will and 
Pleaſure” but from the neceſfary-'Order and Reaſoa 
ef Things. For, otherwiſe a Man might be;Re 
warded for doing amils, and Puniſhed for perfor. 
ming his Duty. If we therefore ever hopic & any 
Benefic by. this coming of.Chriſt inte;xhe- World, 
we muſt apply our Minds to confides- ſeriouſly. on 


"what Conditions we may | reaſonably hope for Sal. 
vation by him. Can they:think' that; Chriſt came 
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to ſo lade Purpo ſe as to fave Men in To Sins ? 
If that were*td Ye hoped,” there had Noah tio; need 
of. his: '\Coming' hb: a bard Work- indoed 

fave _us from them. Thi Guile muſt be * ine, | 
b and; che Power ſubdued ; the former Chri 

p dane; bur he expects, and. with feat Realoii, he 
we ſhould deny HOI and wor l Lufts, and. work - 
out our own Cavan :with- Feay and Trembling. 
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Ee the ties of the Aﬀzes A. 24; rb6g6. 
pron the Queen at Ihice-ball, Merch | 
at. | 
1697 on Luke 6. 46. 
A Sermon preached before the Queen at. Ihire-holl, Margh 14, 
1693. Upon Rom. 8. 6. 
The Myſteries of the Chriſtian ye ph Vindicated , in a Sermon 
pom at St. Lawrence- Fexwry, London , April 7. 269%. moon 
1 Tim. 1 15. 


All Six by che Right Reverend Father in God, Edward Lord Bi. 
ſhop of Worceſter. | 


The Biſhop of Worcefer's Charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, ; 
an his Ny Viſication, mw Worceſter, Sept. 11. oy | 


The Unreaſonableneſs of a Se ton from the New Biboys 
Or a Treatiſe out of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. ———_ 
a Biſhop was unjuſtly deprived, neither He nor os yo. 
Wy i oy if the Succeſſor was not a Hererick. Trafti- 
flated - _ an ancient Greek Manuſcript in the Publick Libra- 
TY at Oxford. - eh 
The Caſe of Sees Vacant, by anUnjuſt or Uncanonical Depr 
Wks Dept Bis, fe Togerher tick che Sraral Pam ples 
of Buſhops, OtC. the 
| = bliſhed as Anſwers —_ Baroccian Treatiſe : 
Hampbre Hody, D: D. Fellow of Wadbem-College | in Gf. 


” WEE A ALIAS "H - 
the Ad and Pleafureofa Religious Life ; The Faculties of 
rey wary Ph HOEBo Bodics, and the Q 
and Frame of the World : in Eight Sermons, 
founded by the Honourable Robers 
Firſt Year 1 9 ur wy neo 
Reverend Father in God, Zdwer 


